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Story for circulation on 18 May

Speech of Mrs. Katia Tayar during a press conference in Lebanon on 18th  May 

Announcing Arabcom 2009 Telecom Summit, in Beirut

An Arab –International forum for Telecom giants in the Arab world to draft the map of the digital future
Ladies and gentlemen, dear media people,
I'm so pleased to meet you again and I appreciate your attendance and unremitting interest in our activities. I do also esteem your keenness on publishing our news which might be of interest to Lebanon and the region. Welcome to this preparatory press conference as Beirut will host the 11th Arabcom 2009 from 28 to 29 May 2009 under the patronage and kind attendance of H.E. Engineer Jebrane Bassile, the Minister of Telecommunication, and in cooperation with the Ministry of Telecommunication and the Regulatory Authority in Lebanon. 

Dear guests,

Since its inception, Arabcom has been always keen through its successive activities in developing the infrastructure of the nation on embodying the objectives for which the Arabcom Summit has been initiated in 1998 in Beirut. The summit was first launched in order to be the first of its kind in bridging the digital divide in the region and to eliminate the divergence between the government and private sectors in all Arab countries and the developing countries at large.
This matchless event has been able to rally the Arab ranks and create channels of communication between decision-makers of telecommunication ministers and the representatives of the relevant private sectors and the investors in this field. As a result, Arabcom has achieved landslide success and attracted a large number of international experts, world and regional organizations and businessmen, both on the international and Arab levels. The Summit has become an annual event highly anticipated by all people, a real forum for researchers and those interested and a regional destination showcasing and presenting the most important industries, applications, programs and solutions around the world. After four years of success in Lebanon from 1998 till 2001 and upon an official invitation from the State of Qatar, our group has organized this event in Doha in 2002, gaining formidable accolade from leaders and governments, as well as Arab and foreign participants and observers.
Then we held Arabcom Summit in Tunisia under the auspices of President Zain Al Abdeen Bin Ali in 2005 with the large-scale participation from the two sectors. After achieving this success in Africa, we moved to Dubai, the UAE, and along two running years 06 - 07 we have again pulled off incomparable success.
The patronage and kind attendance of H.E. Engineer Jebrane Bassile, the Minister of Telecommunication in 11th Arabcom 2009 truly reflects his deep belief in the role undertaken by the private sector, and this in turn gives a helping hand and encourages us to further cooperate and work together in order to help this sector in Lebanon and to urge others to pay special attention to the telecommunication sector.
Dear attendees,
It is unquestionable that you are aware of the great developments witnessed by the information technology and telecommunication sector all over the world, especially after the emergence of the 3G networks, as well as the immense popularity of the Broadband which quickened the pace of communications and exchange and developed services in nearly all the walks of life. The WiMax technology and the new applications, for instance, have turned the internet into a high-speed medium to attain knowledge and information and getting updated news of whatever kind. This, however, has created a gap in several countries as the entire world has now become in need of high-speed communication and following up with different businesses and activities. Saving time, relieving burdens, doubling productivity and reducing costs are all now indispensable, especially in times of economic crises. Overdeveloped and developing countries in some continents have already begun relying on the Broadband to meet the needs of individuals and corporations in order to achieve development.
Top international, Arab and national companies are taking part in sponsoring this event in a gesture of appreciation of the participants' efforts in creating channels for communication, founding companies and opening up new opportunities in the region. 
A number of Arab ministers will deliver speeches in Arabcom 2009, in addition to senior private sector representatives, including the following presidents and CEOs of telecommunication companies in the region:  Naguib Sawiris, President of Orascom Telecom, the Arab world telecom giant, Doctor Saad Al Barrak, Executive Director and Vice Chairman of Zain Group, Ali Al Ahmad, Strategic Director of Etisalat, Othman Sultan, CEO of Du, Samer Salameh CEO of Alfa, Mickael Ghossein, CEO of Orange Jordan, Doctor Kamal Shehadi Chairman of the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority in Lebanon, Ahmed Abdullah Operation Director of MTN Group, and many other international experts and representatives of giant foreign companies. 
Discussions are moderated by the most important consulting institutions in the US, Britain, Hong Kong, etc… on the top of which are: Booz and Co, Macmillan and Co, Arthur D. Little and Gartner. Discussions will tackle issues that are of interest to the region. World pioneering companies, such as Ericsson, Qualcomm, RedLine communications, Dilithium, Oracle, Nokia Siemens Network, OpenWave, will all provide the most important experiences and explanations on the Broadband and 3G as well as the models of smart cities in the world and applications and services provided by the new world communication systems which is another revolution in the field of communications and continuity.
Within this context, Arabcom 2009 will be a real summit to issue the most important recommendations which are for the benefit of our people under the accelerated changes made to face the new challenges.
Arabcom Summit has come out along eleven years with important recommendations for digital development and contributed to moving forward and developing the infrastructure of communications in the Arab world. Such recommendations have greatly appealed to the leaders and governments of countries in 2001 as they integrated with the trends adopted by Arab leaders and kings. Therefore, they were later approved within the context of bringing the pan-Arab cooperation into bear in this field. Arabcom has also proposed and launched the Arab Telecommunication and Information Organization, and then laid down its objectives in cooperation with Arab experts and the Tunisian government in order to mobilize all efforts to achieve sustainable development in the region.
After five years of absence, Arabcom comes again to Lebanon.
The return of Arabcom 2009 to Lebanon is not sheer coincidence; it is a deep-rooted belief in the country and unflinching confidence in its President. This return stresses our appreciation of the important initiatives launched by H.E. the Minister of Telecommunication despite all the difficulties and obstacles. It explains our interest in working for the benefit of Lebanon through the concerted efforts and endeavors of its citizens as we believe in modernization and change and getting over matters that would bring the endeavors of the faithful into a standstill, so that we might be able to attract again our expatriates and big companies to Lebanon.
Arabcom 2009 attracts 500 International Arab and foreign figures, including high-ranking official and non-official figures such as the Arab ministers of telecommunication and their delegations, representatives of Arab, international and regional organizations and international agencies, the Arab League, the International Telecommunication Union, the World Bank, International Finance Corporation and telecommunication regulatory authorities, as well as owners and CEOs of telecommunication companies, operators, working directors and undersecretaries in the region, manufacturers and program and solution providers, in addition to businessmen, representatives of the private sector, investors, economists, bankers and academicians. 
Our group has invariably been keen on maintaining Arabcom as a unique summit in the field of telecommunication in the region and upheld the credibility of the event, its technological level and turnout within the Summit's development and digital mission. As a result, the Summit has achieved great success and provided on an annual basis the latest in the telecommunication industry and the most prominent topics, experiences and expertise and remained a destination for the sector's stakeholders who meet for discussion, consultation and issuing highly important recommendations according to the true state of affairs in the region and in line with the strategies of those in charge of developing and upgrading such networks and services in general.
- Title of the Summit this year:

Arabcom 2009 will be held this year under the title "Broadband a Necessity for Economic and Social Development and Growth ". Just as mobile or cellular telecommunication has been a revolution some decades ago, contributing to economic progress and communication in the world, Broadband will represent another revolution in the telecommunication sector, moving us a step forward towards sustainable development, creation of job opportunities, promoting performance and giving the stimulus for innovation. Therefore, Arabcom will try to present the most important experiences of the developed countries in order to capitalize on them. 
Maintained by smart networks, smart cities become one of the main needs of international and regional companies as they provide more job opportunities for young graduates. For that reason, smart cities will top the agenda of the summit along with a number of work papers and important and vital elements moderated by prominent specialists and experts.
Accomplishments of Arabcom: 

Arabcom has achieved an important precedent in the history of Arab action as it has been able to bridge the gap between the two sectors since 1998. It has also achieved a quantum leap for the nation as it substantiated the channels of communication between the Arab and International worlds in this field, opening up opportunities to the society by raising its awareness of the importance of telecommunications in developing Man's capabilities and knowledge and economy. It has been an event that corroborated communication between governments and the private sector representatives. In addition, the summit has greatly contributed to raising the awareness and promoting the latest technologies in telecommunication, networks and devices, stimulated governments' interest in upgrading infrastructure through observing the role played by the private sector in eliminating illiteracy and developing the society and businesses. The summit, moreover, has been a digital opportunity to Arab youth to opt for telecommunication as the major in their university studies. Our magazine, High Tech, launched in 1993 and specialized in telecommunication, has played an important role in spreading the culture of telecommunication in Lebanon and the region in general. At a time when the internet was still inaccessible to the entire world, our magazine was a reference and portal to internationality in this field.
Arabcom Summit will host on its sidelines a specialized expo for top telecommunication companies which come to Lebanon only for this event in order to provide the latest solutions, applications, systems, services and presentations.

Arabcom 2009 will be held on May 28 and 29 at Grand Habtoor (Sin El Fil) Hotel at Emirates Hall.
- The agenda includes four plenary discussion sessions and two technical sessions on the latest technologies.

Forty experts and top investors in telecommunications both on the Arab and foreign levels will deliver speeches in the summit.
Arabcom 2009 will attract participants from more than 52 countries from all the continents of the world.

Arabcom Group would like to invite once more those interested in the two sectors to take part, attend and make the most of the work papers and the rich content and discussions on the agenda of the summit.
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