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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

As Salamu Alaikum Warahmatullah Wabarakatuh,

Good Morning, ladies and gentlemen,

At the outset, I would like to extend my deep appreciation and gratitude for the kind invitation which has been extended to me to speak to you at this conference being held on a land which is dear to all our hearts and for the people and government of which we harbour the deepest love and the highest appreciation and respect.

Brothers and sisters,

The subjects which will be addressed by this conference and its programme are among the mainstays of the telecommunications and information technology sector in our Arab region. Through dialogue and interaction between the public sector and the private sectors, the conference can adopt recommendations that are effective and which could help in taking the appropriate decisions on formulating policies that are open and transparent, the main purpose of which is to develop our Arab communities economically and meet the needs and aspirations of our people for a better future.

The Kingom of Bahrain has made large strides in restructuring its national economy in general, with the main focus laid on the important sectors for the citizens, i.e. education, public health, social and economic services, telecommunications and information technology. These sectors are treated as top priority in the Government’s current and future programmes, out of its conviction of their utmost importance and their immediate effects on developing other sectors of the national economy.

Brothers and sisters,

One of the most significant achievements made over the past few years in terms of legislation and restructuring of the telecommunications sector was the Telecommunications Law that was promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (48) of 2002. The law was enacted to restructure the telecommunications sector in the Kingdom of Bahrain and open the door for competition in one of the most vital sectors. By virtue of this law, the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) was established, giving it financial and administrative independence and undertaking the regulation of telecommunications services in the Kingdom.

The Kingdom of Bahrain has launched a stage that aims at more liberalization and deregulation of many of its sectors. The telecommunications sector is one of the most important sectors which have witnessed radical changes, the most evident aspects of these changes being the end of the actual monopoly of the telecommunications services.\

The Government’s policy aims at creating an environment that is based on an open-door market that would attract new entrants to the private sector to invest in the telecommunications sector. It also aims at encouraging Bahrain’s telecommunications major, Bahrain Telecommunications Company (BATELCO), to achieve more prosperity and success through positive response in a fair and unbiased manner to the requirements of competition by realizing more effectiveness and creating more investment opportunities. To realize these objectives, and for the sake of transparency, the Government has separated its role and responsibility as a policy maker in the telecommunications sector from its rights and obligations as one of BATELCO’s major shareholders.

For this purpose, the Government has prepared a National Telecommunications Plan outlining the general strategies and policies for the telecommunications sector, as well as for guiding those who are concerned with the telecommunications sector in order to realize the Government’s goals for the sector. This plan is being implemented over a three year period and it includes a liberalization programme for the telecommunications sector, the timetable for the liberalization of services and granting licenses of all classes and numbers.

As for the educational sector, the Government of Bahrain has been paying due attention to it for a number of decades. In this respect, it upgraded teaching methods and the sector has been the focus of the personal support and encouragement by His Majesty the King, who launched the futuristic schools project with a view to utilizing information and communications technology (ICT) in learning and teaching on systematic and well-studied educational principles in order to provide the young generation with talents, values and basic skills necessary to transform the Kingdom of Bahrain into an information economy and society that is knowledge-based.

His Majesty the King’s project for the futuristic schools aims at achieving economic development and social welfare, as well as a number of strategic objectives, the most important of which are the following:

· developing the educational system in the Kingdom and improving its outputs;

·  accelerating the momentum of human development;

·  creating an advanced information-based society; and

·  creating a knowledge-based economy.

A programme has been drawn up to implement the project by moving into the e-learning environment. As a first stage, certain schools have been equipped with projectors, display screens and equipment and have been hooked into the electronic telecommunications network. At the same time, the Government has actively involved the private sector in implementing the project, in conjunction with BATELCO, in order to develop and telecommunications highway by linking schools with the educational portal.

On the other hand, the Government has opened the door for companies to participate in creating the central educational portal to provide e-learning services and turning textbooks into interactive electronic books and gradually upgrading school curricula and enriching them with electronic content and training teachers on the use of e-learning processes.

To facilitate the penetration of the largest number of internet users possible, the Government has taken a number of steps necessary to establish the internet exchange, which is not profit-oriented. It is now undertaking the necessary financing to establish it, and it is envisaged that the exchange will become self-financing as early as possible from a practical point of view. The Government will turn the exchange at an opportune time into an entity that represents a large segment of those concerned with telecommunications service to operate it.

Furthermore, the Government has developed the health and educational services by undertaking a number of reforms by restructuring the bodies concerned with providing the services and using state-of-the-art technologies based on information technology applications in processes and administrative and medical procedures at most hospitals and health centres in the Kingdom.

Brothers and sisters,

The  Government of Bahrain has always been keen to continue to develop the services sector in terms of fast processing of government formalities. It is now providing a more effective tool to get government services promptly and easily and without any complications, through gradual change into electronic formalities. For this purpose, the government has devised a national plan to implement the smart card to be used in all transactions, incorporating in it high standards of security features to make it useable only by its owner.

The smart card will highly improve the services provided to the public in terms of speed, convenience and confidentiality though different applications, the most important of which is the automated application of the health records, immigration and passports, driving licenses, the electronic financial portfolio and the educational record, without the need for the service user to visit a certain public institution to obtain them.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the organizers of this conference and I wish the participations all success.

